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It is, however, a painful security; and though seldom
wanting, even in the meekest dispositions, at the moment
of injury, becomes so immediately unwelcome to easy-
tempered and sociable natures, especially in their senti-
mental moods, that it often lapses from their loose hold,
not from any change of judgment, but fiom mere soft
reversion to a more habitual and pleasanter state of mind.
In such cases, inducements soon present themselves, as it
is said, 'to let bygones be bygones/ and to cultivate again
the social pleasures together, without taking any notice of
the past, or caring whether or not any serious guilt was
incurred in the temporary breach of relation. This mere
masking of a grave moral disturbance, this lax shuffling
away of all its meaning, simply because it is disagreeable
and it is pleasanter to be * all jolly fellows together,' is a
hedonistic oifence against reason and right, and can be
excused only through utter confusion of mind. It must be
admitted, however, that the secondary affections often
realise imperfectly their sentimental state, and are saved
from the taint of selfish indulgence of feeling by consider-
able remaining vestiges of their primaries. In proportion
as this disinterested element survives, and the shrinking is
truly from giving pain and not from taking it, that mixed
state of mind arises which we call an amiable temper, and
which leads its possessor, from an undefined repugnance to
ill-will, rather to put up with a hurt and make no noise
about it, than insist upon its utmost rights. And where
the hurt is limited to himself, and springs from no malignity
that calls for protest, such a mood may easily rise above
the moral level of natural resentment. But when the evil
inflicted is a wrong distinctly intended, no willingness to
bear it, no preference of peace to conflict, can be accepted
as an adequate ground for quietude. It needs a higher claim
than that of love for sympathetic peace to supersede the
authority of resentment

What then becomes, I sh'all be asked, of the maxim,
1 forgive and forget V   In strictness, simply this; that as yet